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Program Notes

Opver the last several years I have struggled to find my own personal voice as a composer. How do
I'integrate my myriad interests into a cohesive body? How can I fuse jazz harmony and melodic
idiom with the dissonant harmonic language and metric instability of my more modernist
impulses? How do I balance my output between my poietic tendencies and desire for aesth
accessibility? How do I integrate influence from the musics of other cultures and eras
creating a musical farce, pastiche, or westernized appropriation? Is it possible to effectively
incorporate elements of my non-musical passions into my compositions?

Can I do any of these things without coming off like a pompous, pedantic 1IK&one, |
suppose.

Ignoring the last query, this concerto serves as a sort of “ah-ha!” mo
personal voice. It is an integration of my influences into what I conside
well-structured whole, while also serving as a showpiece for the instrument on which I learned
most of what I know about music and continues to be an imp
expression. Within the piece I endeavor to showcase the te
that enamor me so much: its agility, its dynamism, its exp vand its ability to weave in and
out of any number of textures and soar over an efitire orchestra, as well as musical elements
reflective of the saxophone’s history.

7 pursuit of my

About the Composer

nd in jazz, his modernist harmonic vocabulary, and a
zeal for rhythm1c and me ify. Notable performances of Neal’s work include the

Orient/Occident Composition Competition and the premiere of his

the 2016 KLK New
} ng of the Light” at the 2016 Region VI Conference.

string quartet “4

ssor of Music Composition at Saginaw Valley State University and is
his Doctorate in Composition at Michigan State University where he studies
enbender and Dr. Alexis Bacon.
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Concerto for Soprano Saxophone
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